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11.  (U)  CLASSIFIED  BY  DCM  ROBERT  S.  DEUTSCH;  REASONS  1.5  (B)  AND  (D). 

OVERVIEW 

12.  (U)  COMBATING  TERRORISM  HAS  LONG  BEEN  A PRIORITY  FOR  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  TURKEY  (GOT).  IN  ITS  EARLY  AND  STRONG  SUPPORT  OF  THE  COALITION  IN  TE 

13.  (U)  FOLLOWING  SEPTEMBER  11,  2001,  TURKEY'S  INTERNAL  TERRORIST  ORGANIZATIONS  ALTERED  THEIR  OPERATING  PROCEDURES.  WITH  THE  WORLD  PUBLIC  OPIN3 

14.  (U)  ON  OCTOBER  8,  1997,  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  NAMED  THE  SEPARATIST  KURDISTAN  WORKERS'  PARTY  (PKK)  AND  THE  MARXIST-LENINIST  REVOLUTIONARY  E 

15.  (U)  THE  MAIN  RADICAL-LEFT  TERROR  ORGANIZATION,  DHKP/C,  CONDUCTS  SMALL-SCALE  OPERATIONS  AGAINST  TURKS  AND  FOREIGNERS  ALIKE  (ARMED  ATTACKS  Ot; 

16.  (U)  OTHER  FAR-LEFT  TERRORIST  ORGANIZATIONS  STILL  ACTIVE  INCLUDE  THE  TURKISH  COMMUNIST  PARTY /MARXIST-LENINIST  (TKP/ML) , THE  TURKISH  WORKERS' 

17.  (U)  THE  PRIME,  RADICAL  ISLAMIST  TERROR  GROUP  OF  TURKEY  IS  THE  TURKISH  HIZBULLAH.  ALTHOUGH  KNOWN  TO  FIGHT  RIVALS,  NAMELY  THE  PKK  AND  OTHER  F 

18.  (U)  OTHER  ISLAMIC  GROUPS  INCLUDE  THE  GREAT  EASTERN  RAIDER'S  FRONT  (IBDA-C),  FEDERAL  ISLAMIC  STATE  OF  ANATOLIA  ( KAPLANCILAR) , SELAM  GROUP,  I 

19.  (U)  KADEK,  FORMERLY  KNOWN  AS  THE  PKK,  REPRESENTS  THE  LARGEST  SEPARATIST  ORGANIZATION  GROUP  IN  TURKEY,  THOUGH  ITS  CAPABILITY  TO  OPERATE  HAS 

110.  (U)  IN  APRIL  2002  THE  GROUP  UNDERWENT  A RE-ORGANIZATION  AND  NAME  CHANGE.  RENAMED  THE  KURDISTAN  FREEDOM  AND  DEMOCRACY  CONGRESS  (KADEK),  THE 

111.  (U)  IN  APRIL  2002,  MUSTAFA  YILMAZ  SEIZED  THE  MARMARA  HOTEL  IN  ISTANBUL  AND  HELD  13  HOSTAGES  FOR  APPROXIMATELY  TWENTY  MINUTES  UNTIL  HE  SURF 

112.  (U)  THE  CAPITALIZED  TITLES  BELOW  CORRESPOND  TO  REFTEL  QUESTIONS. 

GOT  ACTIONS  SUPPORTING  THE  GLOBAL  COALITION  AGAINST  TERRORISM  (A) 

113.  (U)  TURKISH  SUPPORT  FOLLOWING  THE  ATTACKS  OF  SEPTEMBER  11  CEMENTED  GOT ' S COMMITTED  POLICY  ON  FIGHTING  TERROR.  GOT  ISSUED  STRONG  PUBLIC  STi? 

114.  (U)  THE  ARREST  OF  THREE  AL  QAIDA  SUSPECTS  IN  THE  SOUTHEASTERN  CITY  OF  VAN  IN  FEBRUARY  2002  AND  ONE  IN  ISTANBUL  IN  AUGUST  2002  HIGHLIGHT  Tl 

115.  (U)  TURKEY  HAS  FULLY  COMPLIED  WITH  UN  SECURITY  RESOLUTION  1373,  RATIFYING  ALL  UNITED  NATIONS  CONVENTIONS  ON  COMBATING  TERRORISM.  THE  COUNC 

RESPONSE  OF  THE  JUDICIAL  SYSTEM  (B) 

116.  (U)  STATE  SECURITY  COURTS  ( DGM)  IN  EIGHT  PROVINCES,  WITH  JURISDICTION  FOR  ALL  CRIMES  THAT  FALL  WITHIN  THE  PURVIEW  OF  THE  ANTI-TERROR  LAW, 

117.  (U)  ABDULLAH  OCALAN,  THE  LEADER  OF  THE  PKK  CONVICTED  OF  TREASON  IN  JUNE  1999  AND  SENTENCED  TO  DEATH.  FOLLOWING  THE  EU  REFORM  PACKAGE  PASSE 

EXTRADITION  OF  SUSPECTED  TERRORISTS  (C/D)  

118.  (U)  IN  2002,  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  TURKEY  DID  NOT  SEEK  THE  EXTRADITION  OF  ANY  SUSPECTS  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES  ON  TERROR-RELATED  CHARGES,  NOR  DIE 

119.  (U)  IN  THE  PAST,  TURKEY  HAS  FACED  DIFFICULTY  IN  EXTRADITING  TERROR-RELATED  SUSPECTS  FROM  EUROPEAN  COUNTRIES.  ACCORDING  TO  GOVERNMENT  OFFIC 

RESPONSES  OTHER  THAN  PROSECUTION  (E) 

120.  (U)  TURKS  SEE  THEMSELVES  TO  BE  AMONG  THE  WORLD'S  PRIMARY  VICTIMS  OF  TERRORISM.  THEY  CITE  THE  15-YEAR  INSURGENCY  OF  THE  KURDISTAN  WORKERS' 

121.  (U)  THE  TURKISH  STAND  ON  TERRORISM  HAS  BEEN  "SOFTER"  IN  THE  CASE  OF  THE  CHECHENS.  CHECHENS  ARE,  OF  COURSE,  MUSLIMS  AND  THERE  ARE  CULTURAL 

122.  (U)  TURKEY  HAS  A FREE  PRESS.  IN  THE  LEFTIST  AND  ISLAMIC  FRINGE  PRESS,  CHECHEN  REBELS,  PALESTINIAN  SUICIDE  BOMBERS  AND  EVEN  AL  QAIDA  MEMBEF 

MAJOR  COUNTERTERRORISM  EFFORTS  BY  THE  GOT  (F)  

123.  (U)  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  TURKEY  CONTINUED  ITS  AGGRESSIVE  COUNTERTERRORISM  EFFORTS  IN  2002.  FOR  EXAMPLE,  IN  A JOINT  OPERATION,  THE  TURKISH  CU£ 

124.  (U)  ADDITIONALLY,  THE  GOT  APPREHENDED  THREE  SUSPECTED  AL  QAIDA  OPERATIVES  NEAR  THE  IRANIAN  BORDER  (NEAR  VAN).  THE  GOT  FOLLOWED  UP  BY  ARRES 

125.  (U)  THE  GOT  CONTINUES  ITS  ACTIVE  SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  PKK /KADEK,  THOUGH  ITS  SECURITY  OPERATIONS  TEMPO  HAS  BEEN  SIGNIFICANTLY  REDUCED  IN  LINE 

GOVERNMENT  SUPPORT  FOR  TERRORISM  (G)  

126.  (U)  THE  GOT  CONSISTENTLY  AND  STRONGLY  OPPOSES  BOTH  DOMESTIC  AND  INTERNATIONAL  TERRORISM.  TURKEY  DOES  NOT  VIEW  ITS  MAINTENANCE  OF  DIPLOMAT! 

SUPPORT  STATEMENTS  FOR  TERRORIST  COUNTRIES  (H)  - 

127.  (U)  TURKEY  SHARES  BORDERS  WITH,  AND  HAS  BEEN  AN  HISTORIC  TRADING  PARTNER  OF  SYRIA,  IRAN  AND  IRAQ.  IT  BALANCES  A CONDEMNATION  OF  TERRORIST 

SIGNIFICANT  CHANGES  IN  ATTITUDES  TOWARDS  TERRORISM  (I)  

128.  (U)  SINCE  THE  ATTACKS  OF  SEPTEMBER  11,  THE  GOT  HAS  TAKEN  AN  ACTIVE  ROLE  IN  THE  WORLDWIDE  OPPOSITION  AGAINST  TERRORISM.  IN  MAY  2002  THE  El 

USG  COUNTERTERRORISM  EFFORTS  AND  INITIATIVES  WITH  GOT  (J)  

129.  (U)  TURKEY  REMAINS  A STAUNCH  ALLY  IN  THE  WAR  ON  TERRORISM.  IN  THE  FACE  OF  STRONG  PUBLIC  OPPOSITION,  PARLIAMENT,  UNDER  THE  LEADERSHIP  OF  W 

130.  (U)  IN  2002,  TURKEY  RATIFIED  THE  UN  CONVENTION  ON  SUPPRESSION  OF  TERRORIST  FINANCING.  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THIS  CONVENTION,  TURKEY  ADDS  TO  I 

131.  (U)  TURKEY  IS  ALSO  AN  ACTIVE  PARTICIPANT  IN  THE  DEPARTMENT'S  ANTI-TERRORISM  ASSISTANCE  PROGRAM.  SINCE  1999,  THE  TURKS  ACCEPTED  ELEVEN  ATA 

132.  (S)  THE  TURKISH  MILITARY  HAS  ALSO  OFFERED  THE  USE  OF  AN  ADDITIONAL  AIRBASE  TO  LIGHTEN  THE  LOAD  ON  INCIRLIK  AFB  AND  EASED  FLIGHT  RESTRICTIC 

COOPERATION-INVESTIGATION/PROSECUTION  (K/l)  

(INFORMATION  FOR  THE  REPORT'S  CLASSIFIED  ANNEX) 

133.  (C)  THE  MUTUAL  LEGAL  ASSISTANCE  TREATY  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  TURKEY,  WHICH  ENTERED  INTO  FORCE  IN  JANUARY  1981,  GOVERNS  INVESTIGAT3 
COOPERATION-PREVENTION  ( K/2 ) 

134.  (U)  THE  GOT  COORDINATES  CLOSELY  WITH  THE  USG  ON  ANTI -TERRORIST  FINANCING  INITIATIVES.  IN  RESPONSE  TO  USG  REQUESTS  TO  FREEZE  TERRORIST-RELi> 

COOPERATION  DURING  PAST  FIVE  YEARS-  PREVENTION  (L)  

135.  (U)  OVERALL,  IN  THE  LAST  FIVE  YEARS,  THE  GOT  HAS  WORKED  CLOSELY  WITH  THE  USG  IN  THE  APPREHENSION,  CONVICTION,  AND  PUNISHMENT  OF  THOSE  RESE 


